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Activity-Lesson 9

Simple Past & Past Continuous

A) Read the text and answer (T) true or (F) false.

That morning Joanne got up very early. She got dressed, had breakfast and left for
work at 8:30 am.

She was driving down Main Street when she noticed something strange. Practically
no one was waiting for the bus at the bus stops and there were very few cars in the
streets.

A few minutes later, she stopped at the local nhewsagent’s to buy a newspaper.

“Mrs Turner, what are you doing here so early on a Sunday morning?” asked Mr Dilon.
“Sunday?” repeated Joanne. She stared at Mr Dilon for two seconds and then she
started laughing.

. Joanne didnt get up late. __

. She had a shower before she had breakfast.

. She went to work by bus.

. There weren’t many people at the bus stops. _
. She stopped the car to read the newspaper. _
. She finally realized it was Sunday! _
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B) Grammar explanation and exercise.

Ahora les pido que vuelvan a mirar el texto y reparen en los verbos que aparecen
remarcados en azul y los que aparecen en rojo. Son formas distintas verdad?

Si bien el relato se refiere a algo que sucedié en el pasado y los verbos concuerdan
con ese tiempo pasado, no estan escritos del mismo modo. Paso a explicar por qué.
Tomemos del texto el siguiente ejemplo:

She was driving down Main Street when she noticed something strange.
(Ella estaba manejando por Main Street cuando noté algo extrafio.)

Si bien las dos acciones sucedieron en el pasado, cual de las dos les parece que comenzd primero?
La que esta en rojo, verdad?

Ahora bien, a este tiempo verbal se lo denomina Past Continuous y se forma usando:
was / were + verb -ing

I/ he / she /it was working
you / we / they were working
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Y cuando usamos esta forma de expresar el pasado?

» como en el ejemplo anterior, cuando queremos hablar de dos eventos en el pasado, uno
ya estaba en curso y el otro ocurre. La que comenzo primero se expresa usando el ‘past
continuous’ y la que ocurre después el ‘simple past’

Paul and Mary were watching TV when their mother arrived home.
(Pablo y Maria estaban mirando tele cuando su madre llegé a casa.)
* Notese el conector de las dos acciones ‘when’ (cuando).

» cuando hablamos de una accion en el pasado que estaba en curso en un momento
determinado.
Por ejemplo:

I was studying yesterday afternoon. (Yo estaba estudiando ayer a la tarde.)

» para describir dos acciones en curso simultdaneamente en el pasado.
Por ej.:
Tom was doing homework while his brother was playing in the garden.
(Tom estaba estudiando mientras su hermano estaba jugando en el jardin.)
* Noétese el conector de las dos acciones simultaneas ‘while’ (mientras).

Now, applying the rules, complete the following sentences. (Ahora, aplicando las reglas,
completa las siguiente oraciones). Use Simple Past or Past Continuous.

Presta atencidn a los conectores ‘while’ o ‘when’ para determinar si se estd hablando de
dos acciones simultaneas o una accion que comenzd antes que otra sucediera.

1T . (prepare) lunch when my husband ..........ccccccoiiiiiiininnnn. (arrive) home.
2. Patrick ..o (paint) the garage when his girlfriend .....c...cccovvieevveireee. (call) him.
3. MUM L (cook) while we ......ccccov i (play) cards.

4. They e, (play) in the park when a dog .....cccccococvviiiiiii i, (attack) him.

5.BOb i (clean) the house while Kate .........cocoeiiviiniinnne, (wash) the car.



